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On Sept. 7, the new US Ambassador to Nicaragua, John Maisto, arrived in Managua. Maisto had
been scheduled to take his post later in the month, but Washington advanced the date due to
concerns over the deepening political crisis faced by President Violeta Chamorro's administration.
"We firmly support the efforts of President Violeta Chamorro to achieve national reconciliation
in Nicaragua," said Maisto in his first public declarations after arriving in Nicaragua. "I begin my
work here at a very important moment in the history of Nicaragua. We believe that a democratic
Nicaragua, with a firm and growing economy, is essential for a stable and peaceful Central
America." The US embassy in Managua has been without an ambassador since the March 1992
departure of former ambassador Harry Shlaudeman. Maisto's nomination to the post was originally
submitted by the Bush administration, but his confirmation was delayed in the Senate. Maisto
previously served at the US Embassy in the Philippines during the transition from the dictatorship
of Ferdinand Marcos to the elected government of president Corazon Aquino. He was also charge
d'affaires at the Embassy in Panama City during the period leading up to the 1989 US military
invasion which toppled Gen. Manuel Noriega's regime. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, United Press International, 09/07/93; Agence France-Presse,
09/07/93, 09/09/93)
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